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Arboretum 'Connects' with LEGOR Sculptures this Summer 
 Chanhassen, MN (Feb. 3, 2015) - Who doesn't love those colorful LEGO bricks found in every 

child's playroom?   In little hands, these odd-shaped toy pieces "morph" into pirate ships, space rockets, 

castles –whatever the imagination conjures!  

 If you're a LEGO lover of any age, the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum's upcoming summer 

exhibition will definitely "click" with you!   

 "Nature Connects: Art with LEGO Bricks," 13 displays of large, nature-inspired sculptures made 

from LEGOs, will open on May 15 and continue through Aug. 30 in the Arboretum gardens. It is 

estimated the exhibit will comprise 500,000 LEGO bricks!   

 These exquisite sculptures – some soaring to 6 feet or more in height – are the creation of artist 

Sean Kenney of Brooklyn, N.Y.  The popular touring exhibit – now in its fourth staging – will comprise 

such wonders as a huge hummingbird and trumpet flower, a giant snapping turtle, a deer family, a 

monarch butterfly on milkweed and more, all arrayed in the gardens and collections of the Arboretum.  

In all, 26 sculptures will be found in the 13 displays.  

 "Just as LEGO bricks connect to each other, we connect to nature," said Ed Schneider, 

Arboretum director.  "We know this exhibit will inspire and delight our visitors of all ages – especially 

those who have spent childhood hours creating with those little LEGO toy bricks."    

 Previous iterations of "Nature Connects" have toured botanical gardens, zoos and arboreta across 

North America.  The exhibit will also include kids' activity areas where LEGO enthusiasts can engage in 

"free play" with the little plastic bricks. There's also a "LEGOs in the Garden" summer day camp for 1st- 

through 4th-graders Aug. 5-6 at the Arboretum. (Contact: 612-301-1210 or arboretum.umn.edu.) 

 Artist Kenney is one of just a few "LEGO certified professionals" worldwide who have been 

recognized for their constructing skill and enthusiasm.  As an adult with a desk job for 10 years, Kenney 

would come home from the office every day and play with his LEGO bricks. One day, he decided to 

trade in his necktie and devote his life to merging his two passions – for LEGOs and visual art.  Kenney 

also has written several popular children's books.  

 Special thanks to the following local sponsors: Park Dental, C.H. Robinson, Wagners, Emerson 

Process Management and Great River Energy.  

The Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, the largest public garden in the Upper Midwest, is part of the University of Minnesota College of 
Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences and is located 9 miles west of I-494 on Highway 5 in Chanhassen.  The University of 
Minnesota is an equal opportunity employer and educational facility. Open 363 days a year, admission is $12 for adults and ages 13 & 
older, free for ages 12 and younger and always free for members.  


